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“Game theory is about what happens when peo-
ple — or genes, or nations — interact” (p. 1). In this
respect, game theory extends classical decision
theory by focusing on situations where an actor’s re-
sult depends not only on his own decisions but al-
so on the behaviour of one or more other actors.
A “game” is a mathematical map or summary of
the crucial features of these situations of strategic
interaction. Introduced in the 1940s by John von
Neumann and Oskar Morgenstern, applications of
game theory spread from economics to biology,
political sciences, psychology, and sociology. In
1994 — five decades after von Neumann and Mor-
genstern — Nash, Harsanyi, and Selten shared the
Nobel Prize in economics for their contributions to
the development of game theoretic analysis.

The Nobel award demonstrates that in economics
game theory is widely accepted as a tool for mo-
delling and analysing situations of interaction and
transaction. “The power of game theory is its gene-
rality and mathematical precision. The same basic
ideas are used to analyse all the games — tennis, bar-
gaining for rugs, romance, whale-hunting” (p. 2).
These qualities of game theory are appreciated from
an economic standpoint but very often lead to su-
spicion in sociology. When social situations can
fruitfully be analyzed by an actual mathematical
and apparently economic theory — what is the use of
sociology? The author of the book is not himself
a sociologist but a professor of business economics
at the California Institute of Technology, where he
teaches both cognitive psychology and economics.
On the other hand, Colin Camerer’s book shows that
sociology has been so important for the progress of
game theory applications as it is today.

Camerer’s book is focused on the interaction
between theoretical findings and empirical — espe-
cially experimental — tests. Many books on standard
game theory address the actions and decisions of
ideally rational actors. Behavioral Game Theory is
unique in blending experimental evidence, psycho-
logical, and — as I would characterize it — sociologi-
cal aspects in a general theory of strategic behavi-
our. “Behavioral” game theory as Camerer defines
it is based on three elements that are discussed this
book. First, mathematical theories of how moral ob-
ligation and disappointment influences trust and
bargaining. Second, a theory of how “rational” cal-
culation is limited by brain structures and indolen-
ce factors. And finally, a theory of how people learn
from experience to make better strategic decisions.

Many findings in experimental games especially
in the last decade show that in many situations hu-
man behaviour cannot be explained or re-
constructed by using “standard” game theory. One
striking example is the dictator game. In this game,
an actor (the “dictator”) has to divide a certain
amount of units (e.g. money) between another per-
son and himself while the other person is in a com-
plete passive position. A computer or calculator
programmed by “standard” game theory would not
give anything to the other person because there is
no reason or incentive within the game. Experimen-
tal results demonstrate that human actors are far
from being computers or calculation machines of
this kind. Most of the players share a non-marginal
amount and give it to the other, anonymous player.
Findings like these indicate how important it is to
supplement and enrich “standard” game theory with
realistic assumptions about peoples’ expectations,
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beliefs, goals, and behavioural determinants. Mo-
dern variants of theories of action based on game
theory focus on factors like internalized norms,
equity, and fairness — topics that touch the core of
sociology.

In the 495 pages of his text Camerer refers to and
discusses far more than a hundred experiments — mo-
re than any other publication in the field of modemn
game theory. This wide range of experiments — some
of them conducted by himself — are arranged within
the main chapters of his book: Dictator, ultimatum,
and trust games (chapter 2), mixed-strategy-equilib-
rium games (chapter 3), bargaining (chapter 4), do-

minance-solvable games (chapter 5), learning (cha-
pter 6), coordination (chapter 7), and signalling and
reputation (chapter 8). The result is a theory of be-
haviour based both on precise game theoretic tools
and on empirical knowledge. Structured in this
way, behavioral game theory has inevitably to be in-
fluenced and enriched by economics and social sci-
ences like sociology. As a consequence, behavioral
game theory can be a fruitful tool for the recon-
struction and explanation of sociological applica-
tions, as well.

Bernhard Prosch

Krystyna Szafraniec, Wiodzimierz Winctawski (eds.): Socjologia w szkotach
wyzszych w Polsce. Ksztalcenie socjologéw i nauczanie socjologii po 1989
roku. Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Mikotaja Kopernika, Torur 2003, 340 s.

Polské vysoké kolstvi prochazi po padu starého
rezimu v roce 1989 neobycejn€ dynamickym vyvo-
jem, ktery se tyka viech jeho stranek. Jednim z nej-
napadnéjsich a nejcharakteristict&j§ich rysu je jeho
kvantitativni rast. Zatimco v roce 1990 bylo v Pol-
sku 112 vysokych Skol, na nichZ studovalo okolo
400 000 student, v roce 2000 to bylo jiZ 287 vyso-
kych §kol a okolo 1,5 milionu studentd. V ramci to-
hoto vSeobecného ristu pfipada vyznamné misto
rovnéZ oboru sociologie, ktery se po kvantitativni
strance rozviji relativné jesté rychleji. Dokumentuji
to tato Cisla: Roku 1989 studovalo sociologii 1 530
posiuchadf, zatimco v roce 2000 jich bylo 19267.
Z humanitnich obort z tohoto hlediska pfedstihly
sociologii pouze politologie a prava. Obdobnym
zplUsobem se zvysil také pocet vysokych Skol, na
nichZ lze sociologii studovat. Roku 1989 jich bylo
jedenéct, v roce 2001 dvacet sedm.

Dali podstatnou zménou je, Ze vzniklo znacné
mnoZstvi soukromych vysokych $kol. Ze zmin&né-
ho poctu dvaceti sedmi, kde se sociologie studuje,
jich je deset soukromych. Na vSech soukromych
§koldch je studium placené a tyka se to i ddlkového,
vecerniho a externiho studia na §koléach statnich.

Zménil se i zplisob studia sociologie. Zatimco do
roku 1989 existovalo pouze pétileté magisterské
studium, dnes lze studovat sociologii také formou
tiletého licencidtu, coZ je zhruba obdoba nafeho
bakalafského studia.

Zménéna spoledensko-politicka situace i uvede-
ny nebyvaly kvantitativni rast se pochopitelné pro-
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mitly prakticky do vSech stranek sociologického
studia. Rychle se transformovaly ucebni plany i né-
které organizaéni principy. Centralni fizeni dstavil
i jednotné, v podstaté direktivné stanovené néebni
programy byly nahrazeny vlastnim rozhodovanim
a velkou autonomii sociologickych pracovist. V di-
sledku toho neni zcela zndm rozsah ani dosah pro-
bihajicich zmén, a tim ani kvalita vyuky sociologie
na jednotlivych vysokych Skoldch, zejména soukro-
mych.

Nova situace nebyvalym zpisobem zvysila poZa-
davky na ty, ktefi sociologii vyucuji. S ristem poctu
sociologickych pedagogickych instituci, zv1asté sou-
kromych, se mimoiadn& znasobila poptavka po do-
centech a profesorech sociologie, ktefi jsou i po is-
t& formélni strénce pro existenci t&chto pracovist
nezbytni. Podle informaci, o nichZ se Ize béZn€ do-
&ist v polskych publikacich, mnozi z nich maji pe-
dagogické povinnosti na dvou, ale i vice vysokych
skolach, coZ samoziejmé vyvolava nemalé problé-
my, pokud jde o kvalitu vyuky.

Vibec lze obecné&ji konstatovat, Ze v souvislosti
s transformaci polské spolecnosti po roce 1989 po-
7adavky na polské sociclogy vyrazn& vzrostly. Ti
totiZ plni mnoho profesiondlnich roli a tkolu. Jsou
nejen vysokoskolskymi uéiteli a badateli, ale také
poradci a experty, zasedaji ve védeckych radich
a vyborech a kone¢n€ v obavé pfed zchudnutim
jsou stale aktivngjsi také ekonomicky. Ozyvaji se
hlasy, Ze jde mnohdy o to, co by se dalo nazvat mer-
kantilizaci. Nejstarsi z dneSnich polskych sociologli





